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Whether an act constitutes attempted extortion depends on the officer's intent and not on the result of his or her act. 


According to some authorities, the mere solicitation of a bribe by or on behalf of an officer, without payment being made, 
amounts to attempted extortion. | According to other authorities, attempted extortion is a nonexistent crime, though an attempt 


is embraced within the crime of extortion.” 


Whether a particular act constitutes an attempt to commit extortion depends on the mind and intent of the officer and not on 


the result of his or her act. 


Where an officer's demand for payment of money does not purport to be a claim for fees but 1s rather a claim pursuant to 


contract, the officer is not guilty of an attempt to collect illegal fees." 


The government is not required to prove the victim's state of mind in a prosecution for attempted extortion.” 
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Footnotes 

l N.J.—State v. Begyn, 34 N.J. 35, 167 A.2d 161 (1961). 

2 Fla.—Sponheim v. State, 416 So. 2d 54 (Fla. 2d DCA 1982). 
3 N.Y.—People v. Gardner, 144 N.Y. 119, 38 N.E. 1003 (1894). 
4 Ky.—Howard v. Com., 231 Ky. 54, 20 S.W.2d 1011 (1929). 
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5 U.S.—U.S. v. Finley, 708 F. Supp. 906 (N.D. Ill. 1989). 
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